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USDA Updates Pandemic Assistance for Livestock, 
Poultry Contract Producers and Specialty Crop 
Growers 
USDA Sets October 12 Deadline for CFAP 2 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is updating the Coronavirus Food Assistance 
Program 2 (CFAP 2) for contract producers of eligible livestock and poultry and producers of 
specialty crops and other sales-based commodities. CFAP 2, which assists producers who 
faced market disruptions in 2020 due to COVID-19, is part of USDA’s broader Pandemic 
Assistance for Producers initiative. Additionally, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) has set 
an Oct. 12 deadline for all eligible producers to apply for or modify applications for CFAP 2. 

Assistance for Contract Producers 

The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, provides up to $1 billion for payments to contract 
producers of eligible livestock and poultry for revenue losses from Jan. 1, 2020, through Dec. 
27, 2020. Contract producers of broilers, pullets, layers, chicken eggs, turkeys, hogs and pigs, 
ducks, geese, pheasants and quail may be eligible for assistance. This update includes 
eligible breeding stock and eggs of all eligible poultry types produced under contract. 

Payments for contract producers were to be based on a comparison of eligible revenue for the 
periods of Jan. 1, 2019, through Dec. 27, 2019, and Jan. 1, 2020, through Dec. 27, 2020. 
Today’s changes mean contract producers can now elect to use eligible revenue from the 
period of Jan. 1, 2018, through Dec. 27, 2018, instead of that date range in 2019 if it is more 
representative. This change is intended to provide flexibility and make the program more 
equitable for contract producers who had reduced revenue in 2019 compared to a normal 
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production year. The difference in revenue is then multiplied by 80% to determine a final 
payment. Payments to contract producers may be factored if total calculated payments 
exceed the available funding and will be made after the application period closes. 

Additional flexibilities have been added to account for increases to operation size in 2020 and 
situations where a contract producer did not have a full period of revenue from Jan. 1 to Dec. 
27 for either 2018 or 2019. Assistance is also available to new contract producers who began 
their farming operation in 2020. 

Updates for Sales-Based Commodities 

USDA is amending the CFAP 2 payment calculation for sales-based commodities, which are 
primarily comprised of by specialty crops, to allow producers to substitute 2018 sales for 2019 
sales. Previously, payments for producers of sales-based commodities were based only on 
2019 sales, with 2019 used as an approximation of the amount the producer would have 
expected to market in 2020. Giving producers the option to substitute 2018 sales for this 
approximation, including 2018 crop insurance indemnities and 2018 crop year Noninsured 
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) and Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity Program Plus 
(WHIP+) payments, provides additional flexibility to producers of sales-based commodities 
who had reduced sales in 2019. 

Grass seed has also been added as an eligible sales commodity for CFAP 2. A complete list 
of all eligible sales-based commodities can be found at farmers.gov/cfap2/commodities. 
Producers of sales-based commodities can modify existing applications. 

Applying for Assistance 

Newly eligible producers who need to submit a CFAP 2 application or producers who need to 
modify an existing one can do so by contacting their local FSA office. Producers can find their 
local FSA office by visiting farmers.gov/service-locator. Producers can also obtain one-on-one 
support with applications by calling 877-508-8364. All new and modified CFAP 2 applications 
are due by the Oct. 12 deadline. 

 

USDA Service Centers Provide Free, One-on-One 
Help for Farmers 
At USDA, we are committed to helping farmers complete loan applications, environmental 
reviews, and other paperwork free of charge. One-on-one support is available at more than 
2,300 USDA Service Centers nationwide. USDA’s Farm Service Agency and Natural 
Resources Conservation Service staff are usually co-located at these Service Centers and 
can help guide farmers to the best USDA assistance based on their unique goals, whether it is 
loans, conservation programs, or insurance. 

Service Center staff can guide farmers through the process of preparing and submitting 
required paperwork on their own, with no need to hire a paid preparer. Language translation 
service is available in all USDA Service Centers, so one-on-one assistance with a Service 
Center employee can be translated in real time for farmers requiring it. And while some 
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program and loan applications do have an administrative fee for filing, there is never a charge 
for preparation services provided by USDA staff. 

Farmers who work with the USDA Service Center can: 

• Establish their farm by registering for a farm number, which is required for USDA 
programs and assistance. 

• Learn how to meet conservation compliance provisions. 
Verify eligibility for USDA programs. 

• Discuss their business and conservation goals. 
Create a conservation plan. 

• Fill out and file loan and program applications. 

We are committed to delivering USDA programs and services to America’s farmers and 
ranchers while taking safety measures in response to COVID-19. We encourage you to check 
the status of your local USDA Service Center and make an appointment to discuss your 
business needs. 

 

Submitting Production Losses for Disaster 
Declarations 
Farmers and ranchers know all too well that natural disasters can be a common, and likely a 
costly, variable to their operation. The Farm Service Agency (FSA) has emergency assistance 
programs to provide assistance when disasters strike, and for some of those programs, a 
disaster designation may be the eligibility trigger. When natural disaster occurs, there is a 
process for requesting a USDA Secretarial disaster designation for a county. You can play a 
vital role in this process. 

If you have experienced a production loss as a result of a natural disaster, you may submit a 
request to your local FSA county office for your county to be evaluated for a Secretarial 
disaster designation. Once a request is received, the county office will collect disaster data 
and create a Loss Assessment Report. The County Emergency Board will review the Loss 
Assessment Report and determine if a recommendation is sent forward to the U.S. Secretary 
of Agriculture for the designation. 

For more information on FSA disaster programs and disaster designations, contact your 
your local USDA Service Center. 

 

NASS to send 2021 Hemp Acreage and Production 
survey this fall 
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This October, USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service will mail its first Hemp Acreage 
and Production Survey. The survey will collect information on the total planted and harvested 
area, yield, production, and value of hemp in the United States. 

The Domestic Hemp Production Program established in the Agriculture Improvement Act of 
2018 (2018 Farm Bill) allows for the cultivation of hemp under certain conditions. The Hemp 
Acreage and Production survey will provide needed data about the hemp industry to assist 
producers, regulatory agencies, state governments, processors, and other key industry 
entities. 

Producers may complete the survey online at agcounts.usda.gov or they may complete and 
return the survey by mail using the return envelope provided. 

Learn more about the survey at nass.usda.gov/go/hemp. 

 

USDA Accepting Applications to Help Cover Costs 
for Organic Certification 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that organic producers and handlers can 
apply for USDA funds to assist with the cost of receiving and maintaining organic certification 
through the Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP). Applications for eligible 
certification expenses paid between Oct. 1, 2020, and Sept. 30, 2021, are due Nov. 1, 2021. 

OCCSP provides cost-share assistance to producers and handlers of agricultural products for 
the costs of obtaining or maintaining organic certification under the USDA’s National Organic 
Program. Eligible producers include any certified producers or handlers who have paid 
organic certification fees to a USDA-accredited certifying agent. Producers can be reimbursed 
for expenses including application fees, inspection costs, fees related to equivalency 
agreement and arrangement requirements, travel expenses for inspectors, user fees, sales 
assessments and postage. 

For 2021, OCCSP will reimburse 50 percent of a certified operation’s allowable certification 
costs, up to a maximum of $500 for each of the following categories or “scopes”: 

• crops 
• wild crops 
• livestock 
• processing/handling 
• State organic program fees 

Organic farmers and ranchers may apply through an FSA county office or a participating state 
agency. 

More Information 
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To learn more about organic certification cost share, please visit the OCCSP 
webpage, visit usda.gov/organic, or contact your local USDA Service Center. 

 

Streamlining How You Find Information on 
Farmers.gov 
If you’ve been to farmers.gov before, things may look a little different from the last time you 
were here. We’ve made some changes, to improve how you find information so that you can 
find what you need even more easily and efficiently. 

The big, green navigation bar near the top of every page – it’s different now. It opens up, to 
show descriptions and subtopics, making it quicker and easier to figure out what’s where and 
reduce guessing. Why? Two reasons: First, farmers.gov has grown a lot over the years and 
the old navigation wasn’t designed for the load. Second, because you asked for it.  We 
analyzed your comments through the “Feedback” button on the site and tested our new 
designs and information organization with real farmers and ranchers through surveys and live 
testing sessions. 

Along with the new website navigation, we restructured how our pages and topics are grouped 
and organized to help you easily access the information you need. We also relabeled some of 
our existing pages using more direct language. This means that pages or information you’ve 
used before may have different labels or be in new places. 

Important changes: 

• The old Fund page is now called Loans. The Loans page has information and 
resources about USDA loans, including the Farm Loan Programs. 

• The Recover page is now Protection and Recovery. This page has information to help 
you prepare and recover from natural disasters, and to mitigate risk for your operation. 

• The Conserve page is now Conservation. This page hasn’t changed much and still 
has information on how to implement conservation practices, improve and preserve 
natural resources, and address conservation concerns.  

• The Manage page is now Working With Us. This page connects you with resources 
that tell you how USDA can help you start, expand, enhance, or improve your 
agricultural operation. 

• The Connect page has been replaced with Your Business, a guide to USDA resources 
that cater to your specific operation. 

• Information that was on the Connect page has been moved to the Contact Us page 
and the Get Involved page. 

We are always updating farmers.gov based on your feedback and to stay up-to-date with 
important USDA announcements. We’ve recently created some new webpages, and updated 
some existing ones, to better equip you with the vital information you need. There are even 
more new pages coming soon, so stay tuned! 
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For farmers.gov, we don’t guess what farmers and ranchers want from a website. We start by 
asking, then test our designs with volunteers who are also farmers and ranchers. 

There’s a feedback button on every page of farmers.gov. Based on your feedback, we looked 
for ways to make our site easier to use and to build the information that you’re looking 
for. Live user testing sessions provide data, such as this heatmap, showing where testers 
tended to click during an exercise. 

You helped us create the new navigation design, the new information organization, and told 
us how to speak using your words, and not legalese. 

Check out farmers.gov today! 
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